
Humshaugh Churchyard Story

Names - Edward Pattison, William Pattison, Ann Pattison, Joseph Pattison, Mary Ann Pattison and 
Hannah Pattison

Grave - South of the church 

Text on Grave  

In memory of Edward Pattison who died at Humshaugh July 1st 1875 aged 71 years.  Also of 
William his oldest son who died April 11th 1882, aged 35 years.
Also of Ann his wife who died Nov 27th 1885, aged 75 years.
Joseph Pattison son of the above who died at Sandhoe and was interred at St John Lee October 6th 
1903, aged 57 years.
(On the reverse of the headstone)
Also of Mary Ann, eldest daughter of Edward and Ann Pattinson, who died 28th January 1920, in 
her 78th year.  Interred at Morpeth 'For ever with the Lord.'
Also of Hannah Pattison, their second daughter who died May 9th 1928, aged 75 years.  Interred in 
Morpeth churchyard.

This family have been difficult to research on account of their surname, many variations of which 
exist.  They have, therefore, not always been recorded correctly in official documents.   According 
to the information on his headstone, Edward was born in 1804, although census documents suggest 
that he was born in about 1811.  He was born in the Haltwhistle area, where the Cumbrian surname 
'Pattinson' is fairly common, hence another source of confusion.  In 1837,  Edward was married at 
Haydon Bridge to Ann Reed of Allendale.  On that document, his father is confirmed as William 
Pattison.  Edward was an agricultural labourer, who will have moved around frequently, offering his
services at the annual hirings.  He does not appear on a Humshaugh census, although must have 
been living in the parish when he died.

In 1841, Edward was a labourer on a farm near to his birthplace at Henshaw.  The job mustn't have 
included family accommodation, as Ann was at her parents' home in Allendale, with their young son
William.  By 1851, the family were together at Old Hall Mill, Ridley, and included a further three 
children.  In 1861, the Pattisons were at New Deanham Farm near Cambo, where both Edward and 
his son, William, were agricultural labourers.  By 1871, they were agricultural labourers on the 
Cheeseburn Grange estate near Stamfordham.  One can only presume that the family had moved to 
our parish by 1875, when Edward died.

William Pattison, the eldest son of Edward and  Ann, died in 1882.  We can track his progress until 
1971, as an unmarried man, living in the family home.  By 1881, he is difficult to identify on the 
census, although one presumes that he was still living locally, dying the following year in 1882.

Edward's wife, was born Ann Reed, in 1810, in Allendale, where her father was a lead ore miner.  
The couple were married in 1837 in Haydon Bridge.  In 1881, the widowed Ann was living in a 
cottage at Brunton with a 27-year old daughter, Anna Eliza.  This is first document to place any of 
the family near Humshaugh and may be where Edward died in 1875.  

Joseph Pattison, mentioned on the gravestone as having been interred at St John Lee, is shown on 
the 1881 census as a greengrocer in Long Benton.  With him are his Scottish wife, Mary, and a 9-
year old daughter, Margaret Ann.  However, in 1891, they lived in Main Street, Corbridge, where 
Joseph was described as a cartman.  By 1901, Mary and Joseph were in Sandhoe, where Joseph 
worked as a roadman for the county council.



The fact that this rather fine headstone has been erected in our churchyard suggests that there was 
an ongoing link with the village, although this is difficult to prove.  Two of Edward's daughters 
remained unmarried and, in 1911, were running a laundry in Morpeth, where they both  died.  
Another of Edward's daughters, Margaret, married a John Tailford in Corbridge in 1873.  This could
provide a link to the village, as there were Tailfords in Humshaugh.  In fact, Edward Tailford, also 
known as Charlton, was one of our WW1 victims and is named on the war memorial.  The name 
Edward could be a link to Edward Pattison, but it is difficult to trace this link, as the name Tailford 
has often been transcribed as Telford, making it difficult to  place individuals in the correct families.
The inscriptions on the reverse of the headstone suggest that there was still a local interest in the 
grave until at least 1928.  It is interesting that on the reverse inscription, Edward and Ann are 
referred to as Pattinson, whereas the daughters are given the usual family name of Pattison.  This 
illustrates the problems that arose during the research process.  

 




