
Humshaugh Churchyard Story 

Name(s): Beatrix Laing, Ellen Dorothea Laing


Grave:  Immediately south of the south wall of the church 

Text on Grave:  


Sacred to the memory of BEATRIX widow of ALEXANDER LAING of Edinburgh who died 
at Humshaugh September 1832 Aged 77

And of ELLEN DOROTHEA infant daughter of the Revd FRANCIS LAING and MARY 
DOROTHEA his wife

Who lye buried here

And also of the Revd FRANCIS LAING MA who died November 24th 1861 aged 88 and of 
MARY DOROTHEA his wife who died June 2nd 1872 Aged 91.

They both departed this life at the Mythe, Gloucestershire and were interred at Quatt 
Malvern, Shropshire 


‘He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live’
St. John C XI V 25
 
Story 

This grave is unusual in that it faces south rather than east. It commemorates two 
members of the family of the Revd Francis Laing who was the Curate (St Peter’s was still 
a Chapel then) between August 1820 and October 1832, as well as Francis and his wife 
Dorothea. From the consistency of the engraving and the level of detail we can assume 
this stone was placed retrospectively after 1872. There are two stone markers nearby, one 
immediately below this stone and one just to the west, which one might speculate 
indicate the earlier graves of Beatrix and Ellen Dorothea. 


Beatrix (Currie) was the third wife of Alexander Laing, although the mother of Francis was 
Alexander’s first wife Charlotte (Polson) who he married in 1772, with Francis being born 1 
May 1773. Alexander Laing lived in Edinburgh and was responsible for the design of 
houses and other buildings in Scotland. Alexander Laing died in Portobello in 1823. 
Presumably at that point Beatrix came to live with Francis and Mary in Humshaugh.


Francis Laing studied at the University of Edinburgh 1789-80 and 1792-93 and the 
University of Glasgow in 1794, taking a Physics class. He was a Snell Exhibitioner in 1796 
and went on to graduate BA from Oxford in 1799 and MA in 1801. He took Holy Orders to 
become the Reverend Francis Laing. He served as Private Secretary to the Governor of 
Malta from 1803,  and was appointed Public Secretary to the Government of the Island  
from 1811 to 1813 and Chief Secretary 1813 - 1815. He returned to the UK and was 
Rector of Llanmaes, Glamorgan until 1824 and Rector of Humshaugh from 1820 to 1832. 
It is believed that his naval connection with Malta - he gave his services to the Naval 
Hospital there - was influential in his appointment at Humshaugh, built by the Greenwich 
Hospital to provide employment for former Naval Chaplains. 




Mary Dorothea, his wife, was born Mary Dorothea Whitmore, daughter of William 
Whitmore who had succeeded to the Dudmaston Estates in Shropshire. As well as Ellen 
Dorothea who was baptised on 24th August 1821 in Humshaugh they had four other 
surviving children born in the UK, Emily Whitmore Laing, born 3rd February 1819 in 
Llanmaes, Francis Henry Laing, born 5th February 1820 also in Llanmaes, Louisa Laing 
born 1st October 1820 in Humshaugh and William Wolryche Laing born 29th October 
1826 in Humshaugh (and who died in 1840 aged 13 at the Isle of Wight).     


Francis resigned from Humshaugh in October 1832, just after Beatrix’ death, having 
presumably inherited from his stepmother.  In 1841 he was living in Mythe Hill House, 
near Tewkesbury along with his wife Mary, daughters Emily and Louisa and another 
daughter Charlotte aged 30, (so presumably born in Malta.).  Francis continued to work, 
rather than simply retire, and there are many newspaper articles about him preaching 
sermons in Tewkesbury Cathedral and giving lectures. 


Living with Francis in 1841 was son in law Richard Clayton, who had married Mary Ann 
Laing in 1832 at Humshaugh. Their two children Nathaniel George Clayton(7) and 
Charlotte Clayton (6) were also there. Mary Ann was not there, and may have died in 
childbirth. Nathaniel George Clayton later inherited Chesters, near Humshaugh, from his 
uncle.


Their son Francis Henry was studying at Wadham College Oxford in 1841. He later took 
Holy Orders as well. In 1851 Francis, Mary, Emily and Louisa were still at the Mythe, this 
time at ‘Mythe Mansion’. Francis Henry was also living there, with his wife and family, and 
was Curate of Forthampton, near Tewkesbury.    


As described on the gravestone both Francis and Mary died at the Mythe, in 1861 and 
1872 respectively. 


The reason they were interred at Quatt Malvern in Shropshire is that by then Revd Francis 
Henry Laing (their son) had inherited the Dudmaston estate from his uncle (and brother of 
Mary ) William Wolryche Whitmore in 1858. Dudmaston is in the Parish of Quatt. In 1861 
Francis Henry was still Perpetual Curate of Forthampton, living in that parish and no 
longer with his parents. He is believed to have moved to Dudmaston in 1864 and is 
described in 1870 as chief landowner. By this time he had changed his name to Francis 
Henry Wolryche Whitmore. We can only assume that it is Francis Henry who was 
responsible for interring his parents at Quatt.  Francis Henry died in 1908. Dudmaston is 
now owned by the National Trust. 


Who erected the gravestone at Humshaugh is unclear: it may have been Nathaniel 
George Clayton at Chesters.


Further links: Online 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Laing_(architect) 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/dudmaston/features/a-family-home-at-the-centre-
of-rural-life-and-work 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Laing_(architect)
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/dudmaston/features/a-family-home-at-the-centre-of-rural-life-and-work
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/dudmaston/features/a-family-home-at-the-centre-of-rural-life-and-work
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