
Humshaugh Churchyard Story

Name - Arthur George Dufaud Crawshay

Grave - Backing on to the east wall of the church

Text on Grave - In loving memory of Arthur George Dufaud Crawshay
    Born September 22nd 1851
    Died March 22nd 1917

Story - Arthur G D Crawshay was born in Newcastle, the son of industrialist George Crawshay, 
who bought Haughton Castle in 1862.  The firm of Hawks and Crawshay was a huge ironworks on 
South Shore Road in Gateshead, the premises covering a large area between the riverside and the 
present Felling by-pass.  They were famous as chain makers and manufactured a wide range of iron 
castings for major civil engineering projects.  In 1849, the firm was given the contract to make the 
ironwork for the High Level Bridge.  Arthur's father, George is noted for observing high standards 
of health and safety at the works.  In the wake of the cholera epidemic of the 1850s, he was 
involved in the formation of the Newcastle and Gateshead Water Company.  He was also the consul 
for Turkey, looking after the welfare of Turkish sailors, whose ships came into the Tyne.

Arthur's middle name 'Dufaud' was the family name of his paternal French grandmother.  He came 
to Haughton with his parents as a 10-year old, in 1862 and the 1881 census shows him living at 
Wester Hall with his wife, Annie.  During that time, in 1878, his father entertained a Turkish states-
man at Haughton Castle, presumably in his role as consul.  The 1881 census, describes Arthur as a 
captain in the Northumberland Hussars.  In 1889, the business closed and the family fell upon hard-
er times.  In 1901, Arthur was visiting a cousin in Devon, who owned a small ironworks in Chag-
ford.  This relative was from the Welsh branch of the Crawshay family, a dynasty who owned huge 
ironworks in South Wales.  Arthur has not been found on the 1911 census, but his wife, Annie, was 
living alone in Sunbury, Middlesex.  

It is not possible to know when Arthur George Dufaud Crawshay returned to Humshaugh, nor do 
we know where he lived in the village.  He died, aged 65, in 1917 and his probate record merely 
says that he is of Humshaugh.  He was not a rich man, but the executor to his modest legacy was Mr
George Waddilove of High Brunton. 
   


